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The Arab Revolutions: Causes, Challenges and Hopes

To the memory of 
Mohamed Bouazizi
and all the martyrs of 
the Arab revolutions



Arab World: State & Society

(Wikipedia, April 2011)



Algeria Libya

Morocco

Mauritania

Tunisia

Egypt

Saudi Arabia

Yemen

Syria

Bahrain

A sample of 10 Arab Countries:
- Revolution in Progress
- Attempted Revolution

Arab World: State & Society



Demographics (Million population)
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Gross national income per capita (PPP 2008 $)
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Control of 
Political power

Monopoly of 
Wealth

Dictatorship
(monarchic, military, civilian) Corruption

Armed forces

Goal

Tool

Process

Mission of the State
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The “Hogra” – رةڤالح



The “Harga” – الحرڤة



Other forms of “Harga”



Other forms of “Harga”



- Sense of 
Injustice

- Feeling of 
Humiliation

- Rupture

- Bond breaking

- Link “burning”

Hogra Harga

Hogra/Hagra: Symptoms of a social disease
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• No decent life

• No consideration

• Surrounding wealth
& fast richness

• Unemployment

• Large scale man-
made poverty

• No political
participation

• Electoral fraud

• Coercion / repression

• etc.

• Frustration

• Despair

• Hopelessness

• Dreamlessnes

• Horizonlessness

• No solidarity

• Individualism

• Loneliness

• Forced
corruption

Hogra Harga

Quit social / polit. sphere

• Retreat

• Citizen resignation

Quit civilian sphere

• Armed resistance

Quit the country

• Emigration (various forms)

• Brain drain

• Boat people

Quit life

• Suicide (various forms)

• Self-Immolation

Hogra/Hagra: Symptoms of a social disease

Structural
Violence

- Passive response
- Violent active response
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Social injustice
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HDI
IA-HDI

Inequality-adjusted human development index
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Uneven economic development index 
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Value
Rank / 138
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Gender inequality index (2008)
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Economic decline and
deterioration of public services



Sharp and/or severe economic decline index 
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Progressive deterioration of public services index 

0-2 Very low

8-10 Very high

6-8 High

4-6 Medium

2-4 Low 8.7
8
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Militarization



Population control

Control of Algerian population

- Police
- Gendarmerie
- Army
- DRS
- Paramilitary militias

25 / 1000 population 
(permanent counter-insurgency)

Country #policemen
/ 1000 population

FI* 2.14

CH* 2.53

SE* 2.57

UK* 3.92

FR* 4.12

DZ** 7.30

* European Sourcebook of Crime and Criminal Justice (2006) 
** 2009



Population control

12 Feb 2011 Street Protest in Algiers

10 policemen for 1 demonstrator

Blue Revolution



Military expenditure in % GDP (2008 )
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Source: SIPRI (2010)
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Military expenditure in Algeria
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Security apparatus as a "State within a State" index 

0-2 Very low

8-10 Very high

6-8 High

4-6 Medium

2-4 Low 8.7
8

Source: Foreign Policy 
& the Fund for Peace 

(2010)

7.9

5.4

7.5

6.5

5.7
6.5

7.6

4.7

7.8

8.9

10.01.21.0



Rights and freedoms



Violation of human rights index 
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Group grievance index 
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1-2.5  Free

5.5-7  Not free

3-5     Partly free
1 / 1

6 / 5

6 / 5

5 / 4

7 / 5

7 / 7
6 / 5

7 / 6

6 / 5

7 / 6

6 / 5

Source:
Freedom House (2010)

Political rights index and civil liberties index

PR / CL



Source:
RSF (2010)

Press freedom index

Value
Rank / 178
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Internet users (/100 people)
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More on Human Rights in the Arab World

alkarama.org

hoggar.org



Corruption – Fragility – Failure – Deligitimization
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State fragility index (2009) 

4-7 Low

20-25 Extreme

16-19 High

12-15 Serious

8-11 Moderate

8.7
8

Source: Marshal and 
Cole. Centre for 

Systemic Peace (2010)

16

6

15

7

7
13

9

4

10

16

25100-3 Little or no



Value
Rank / 177
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Failed state index
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Criminalization and/or delegitimization of the State index 
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Human flight



Chronic and sustained human flight index 
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Hogra

Harga

Hogra
Tolerance
Threshold

0

Inflection

Trigger for Change
(Revolutionary Moment, Sublimation, 

Metaphysical experience)

Residual
Hogra

Thawra
Ignition
Level

Residual
Harga

Harga
Saturation

Plateau

Reversing the Hogra/Harga curve

Non violent 
Resistance to 
Structural 
Violence
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No Freedom Freedom

No Wealth

Wealth

0 - 0 0 - 1

1 - 0 1 - 1

Types of Transitions
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No Freedom Freedom

No Wealth

Wealth

0 - 0

1 - 1

Types of Transitions

Hell
on Earth Heaven

on Earth
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No Freedom Freedom

No Wealth

Wealth

0 - 1

1 - 1

Types of Transitions

Hellven
on Earth

Heaven
on Earth
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No Freedom Freedom

No Wealth

Wealth 1 - 11 - 0

Types of Transitions

Hellven
on Earth

Heaven
on Earth
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No Freedom Freedom

No Wealth

Wealth

0 - 0 0 - 1

1 - 0 1 - 1

Types of Transitions

Liberation

Liberation

D
eve
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p

m
e

n
tD
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e
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p

m
e

n
t

Good
Governance!

Enlightened
Dictatorship!
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Strategies
of Transition

Relative
of Elite

Strength
and Mass

Elite Ascendant
(Top-Down) 

Mass Ascendant
(Bottom-Up) 

Force Imposition Revolution

Compromise Pact Reform

Karl  TL. Dilemmas of Democratization in Latin America (1990)

Types of Transitions



Way Actor

State Opposition External

High Violence

Non Violence

Military
Coup

Armed
Resistance

Military
Intervention

Hand
Over

Civil
Resistance

Soft
Persuasion

Types of Transitions
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Way Actor

State Opposition External

High Violence

Low Violence

Non Violence

Military
Coup

Armed
Resistance

Military
Intervention

Hand
Over

Civil
Resistance

Soft
Persuasion

Types of Transitions
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Way Actor

State State/
Opposition

Opposition Opposition/
External

External State/
Opposition/

External

High
Violence

Military
Coup

Bi- Coalition Armed
Resistance

Bi- Coalition Military
Intervention

Tri- Coalition

Non
Violence

Hand
Over

Negociation Civil
Resistance

Colour
Revolution

Soft
Persuasion

Mediation

Types of Transitions
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Way Actor

S
State

SO
State/

Opposition

O
Opposition

OE
Opposition/

External

E
External

SOE
State/

Opposition/
External

HV
High Violence

Military
Coup

Bi- Armed
Coalition

Armed
Resistance

Bi- Armed Coalition

Iraq
(2003-2011)

Military
Intervention

Tri- Armed Coalition

NV
Non Violence

Hand
Over

Negociation

Spain
(1975-1977)

Civil
Resistance

Colour
Revolution

Soft
Persuasion

Mediation

Examples of Best and Worst Scenarios

Types of Transitions

Aroua A. Political Change in the Arab World (2011)



Way Actor

S
State

SO
State/

Opposition

O
Opposition

OE
Opposition/

External

E
External

SOE
State/

Opposition/
External

HV
High Violence

Military
Coup

Bi- Armed
Coalition

Armed
Resistance

Bi- Armed Coalition Military
Intervention

Tri- Armed Coalition

NV
Non Violence

Hand
Over

Negociation Civil
Resistance

Colour
Revolution

Soft
Persuasion

Mediation

Types of Transitions

What about  political change in :
- Tunisia
- Egypt
- Libya
- Yemen ?
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Challenges

Revolutions in Progress

Democratization & consolidation of State of Law
- Resist counter revolution
- Control of democratic process
- Democratic control of armed forces

and security apparatus
- Reform of administration
- Empowerment the institutions
- Build a political culture
- Dealing with the past (truth, justice,

reparation, lustration, etc.)

Development and Social Justice
- Good governance
- Fight corruption
- Wealth production
- Fair wealth distribution
- Meet basic needs of people



Challenges

Expected Revolutions

- Conditions of revolution are everywhere
- “Spring window” may be too narrow
- No effect of surprise
- Activation of sectarianism (ethnic, tribal, religious, ideological)
- Overcoming ego (individual and collective)
- Nature and structure of armed forces
- Respect of non violent resistance 
- Dealing with external involvement




